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N.J. Stat. § 52:31B-1 (2014) 

 
§ 52:31B-1. Short title  
 
 
   This act shall be known as, and may be cited as, the "Relocation Assistance Law of 1967." 
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N.J. Stat. § 52:31B-2 (2014) 

 
§ 52:31B-2. Declaration of necessity; liberal construction  
 
 
   This act being deemed and hereby declared necessary for the protection of the health and welfare of the residents of 
this State in order to assure the uniform, fair and equitable relocation of persons, businesses and nonprofit organizations 
displaced by State and local activities, programs or projects, shall be liberally construed to effectuate the purposes and 
intent thereof. 
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N.J. Stat. § 52:31B-3 (2014) 

 
§ 52:31B-3. Definitions  
 
 
   The following terms whenever used or referred to in this act shall have the following respective meanings for the 
purposes of this act, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise: 

(a) The term "act" shall mean this act, any amendments or supplements thereto, and any rules and regulations 
promulgated thereunder. 

(b) The term "business concern" means any person, association, corporation or nonprofit organization not engaged 
in the business of acquiring, retaining and selling property for the production of income. 

(c) The term "commissioner" shall mean the Commissioner of the Department of Community Affairs. 

(d) The term "department" shall mean the Department of Community Affairs. 

(e) The term "displaced" shall mean required to vacate any real property, or any tenancy therein, pursuant to any 
lawful order or notice of any State agency or unit of local government on account of the acquisition of any real property 
for a public use, or on account of a program of law enforcement, or on account of a program or project for the voluntary 
rehabilitation of dwelling units. 

(f) The term "farm operation" shall mean any activity conducted, whether in whole or in part, for the production of 
one or more agricultural products or commodities for sale or home use, and customarily producing such products or 
commodities in sufficient quantity to contribute materially to the support of the person, association or corporation so 
conducting such activity. 

(g) The term "nonprofit organization" shall mean any association or corporation organized not for profit pursuant to 
the provisions of Title 15 of the Revised Statutes, Corporations and Associations Not for Profit. 

(h) The term "person" shall mean any individual or family or owner of a business concern or farm operation. 

(i) The term "real property or any tenancy therein" shall mean any real property, and any building, structures, or 
fixtures appurtenant thereto, and any housing, dwelling or working space therein. 

(j) The term "State agency" shall mean any department, division, office, agency or bureau of this State, or any au-
thority of instrumentality created or chartered thereby. 

(k) The term "unit of local government" shall mean any political subdivision of this State, or any 2 or more such 
political subdivisions acting jointly pursuant to law, and any department, division, office, agency or bureau thereof or 
any authority or instrumentality created or chartered thereby. 
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N.J. Stat. § 52:31B-4 (2014) 

 
§ 52:31B-4. Relocation assistance payments; limitations  
 
 
   (a) Whenever any State agency or any unit of local government displaces, or causes to be displaced, any person or 
business concern from any real property on account of the acquisition of real property for a public use, or on account of 
a program of law enforcement, or on account of a program or project for the voluntary rehabilitation of dwelling units, 
any such State agency or unit of local government shall make fair and reasonable relocation assistance payments to any 
such displaced person or business concern as hereinafter provided in this section. 

(b) Any relocation assistance payment to a displaced person or business concern shall be (1) a payment for the ac-
tual and reasonable expenses of moving said person, his family, business concern, farm operation, or other personal 
property; provided, that in the case of a farm operation, such payment may include the actual and reasonable expenses 
incurred by said person in searching for a replacement farm; or (2) a fixed payment in accordance with a schedule of 
fixed amounts approved by the commissioner. 

(c) No relocation assistance payment made pursuant to this section shall exceed $ 200.00 in the case of any indi-
vidual or family, $ 3,000.00 in the case of a business concern or nonprofit organization, or $ 4,000.00 in the case of a 
farm operation. 

(d) No relocation assistance payment pursuant to this section, shall be made to any displaced person or business 
concern which has received, or is entitled to receive, payment for the actual and reasonable expenses of moving said 
person, his family, business concern, farm operation, or other personal property, pursuant to any other law of this State 
or of the United States. 
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N.J. Stat. § 52:31B-5 (2014) 

 
§ 52:31B-5. Relocation assistance program; determinations; formulation and execution of program  
 
 
   (a) Whenever any State agency or any unit of local government acquires or seeks to acquire any real property for 
public use, or implements or intends to implement a program of law enforcement, or initiates or intends to initiate a 
program or project for the voluntary rehabilitation of dwelling units, the chief executive officer of any such State agency 
or unit of local government shall certify to the commissioner that a workable relocation assistance program for dis-
placed persons and business concerns, offering the services prescribed by subsection (b) of this section, is available to 
reduce hardship to those affected. If the commissioner or the chief executive officer of any such State agency or unit of 
local government shall determine, in the exercise of their discretion, that the acquisition of real property for a public use 
or implementation of a program of law enforcement or the initiation of a program or project for the voluntary rehabilita-
tion of dwelling units by any such State agency or unit of local government will cause substantial economic injury to 
persons and business concerns other than those persons or business concerns actually displaced, then any such State 
agency or unit of local government may provide such other persons or business concerns with relocation services pur-
suant to a workable relocation assistance program. 

(b) Every workable relocation assistance program required by subsection (a) of this section shall include such 
measures, facilities, techniques or services as the commissioner may prescribe by rules and regulations issued and 
promulgated pursuant to this act, including, but not limited to, such measures, facilities, techniques or services as may 
be necessary or appropriate (1) to determine the needs of displaced persons and business concerns for relocation assis-
tance to supply information concerning programs offering assistance to displaced persons and business concerns and to 
assist in minimizing hardships to displaced persons in adjusting to relocation; (2) to assist each displaced person to se-
cure decent, safe and sanitary dwelling units at prices or rents within his means and in areas reasonably accessible to his 
place of employment and not generally less desirable in regard to public utilities and public and commercial facilities; 
(3) to assist owners of displaced business concerns in obtaining and becoming established in suitable business locations; 
(4) to provide any displaced person or business concern a reasonable time from the date of displacement within which to 
apply for a relocation assistance payment required by section 4 of this act, and to encourage the prompt transmittal of 
any such relocation assistance payment upon proper application therefor; (5) and to provide for fair and reasonable re-
location assistance payments pursuant to section 4 of this act; (6) to secure to the greatest extent practicable, the 
co-ordination of relocation activities with other project activities and other planned or proposed governmental actions in 
the community or nearby areas which may affect the execution of the workable relocation program. 

(c) Within 60 days of the effective date of this act, any State agency or unit of local government which reasonably 
contemplates that any person or business concern may be displaced by the acquisition of real property for public use or 
the implementation of a program of law enforcement or the initiation of a program or project for the voluntary rehabili-
tation of dwelling units, shall designate or appoint an officer or employee thereof who shall be charged with the formu-
lation and execution of any workable relocation assistance program required by subsection (a) of this section. Any such 
State agency or unit of local government, acting through the officer or employee so designated or appointed, may utilize 
the facilities, personnel or services of any other officer or employee of said State agency or unit of local government, or 
may enter into appropriate contracts or agreements with any officer of the United States or any other State agency or 
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unit of local government, or with any nonprofit organization, for the purpose of implementing any workable relocation 
assistance program. 
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N.J. Stat. § 52:31B-6 (2014) 

 
§ 52:31B-6. Emergency or imminent hazard to public health, safety and welfare  
 
 
   (a) No State agency or unit of local government shall, except in the case of an emergency or an imminent hazard to 
the health, safety and welfare of the public, displace or remove, or cause to be displaced or removed, any person or 
business concern on account of the acquisition of any real property for public use or on account of a program of law 
enforcement or on account of a program or project for the voluntary rehabilitation of dwelling units, unless (1) any 
workable relocation assistance program required by subsection (a) of section 5 of this act shall have been submitted to, 
and approved by, the commissioner; (2) the chief executive officer of said State agency or unit of local government 
shall have filed with the commissioner the certification required by subsection (a) of section 5 of this act; (3) an alter-
nate dwelling unit as described in section 5(b)(2) of this act is available for each person displaced or removed, or caused 
to be displaced or removed; and (4) the commissioner shall have certified to the chief executive officer of said State 
agency or unit of local government that the provisions of this act have been complied with. 

(b) Any State agency or unit of local government which, in the case of an emergency or an imminent hazard to the 
health, safety and welfare of the public, displaces or removes, or causes to be displaced or removed, any person or 
business concern on account of the acquisition of any real property for public use or on account of a program of law 
enforcement or on account of a program or project for the voluntary rehabilitation of dwelling units, shall do any and all 
things necessary and appropriate to provide, that, as soon after the displacement or removal of any such person or busi-
ness concern as possible, (1) any workable relocation assistance program required by subsection (a) of section 5 of this 
act will be submitted to the commissioner for his approval; (2) the chief executive officer of said State agency or unit of 
local government will file with the commissioner the certification required by subsection (a) of section 5 of this act; (3) 
an alternate dwelling unit as described in subsection (b)(2) of section 5 of this act is available for each person displaced 
or removed, or caused to be displaced or removed; and (4) the commissioner will certify to the chief executive officer of 
said State agency or unit of local government that the provisions of this act have been complied with. 
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N.J. Stat. § 52:31B-7 (2014) 

 
§ 52:31B-7. Funds; financial assistance  
 
 
   (a) Notwithstanding the provisions of any law of this State to the contrary, any funds appropriated or otherwise made 
available to any State agency or unit of local government for the acquisition of real property, or any interest therein, for 
a particular program or project, or for the conduct and administration of any program of building or housing code en-
forcement or the voluntary rehabilitation of housing units, shall be available also for obligation and expenditure to carry 
out the provisions of this act as applied to that acquisition, program or project. 

(b) If any State financial assistance in any manner whatsoever is available to pay the cost, in whole or part, to any 
unit of local government of the acquisition of real property for public use or the implementation of a program of law 
enforcement or the initiation of a program or project for the voluntary rehabilitation of dwelling units, then the cost to 
any such unit of local government of providing the payments and services prescribed by this act shall be included as 
part of the costs of any such acquisition, program or project for which State financial assistance is available to any such 
unit of local government, and shall be eligible for State financial assistance in the same manner and to the same extent 
as any other cost of any such acquisition, program or project. 
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N.J. Stat. § 52:31B-8 (2014) 

 
§ 52:31B-8. Aggrieved persons; hearing  
 
 
   Any person or business concern aggrieved by any final action, ruling, notice or order of any State agency or unit of 
local government in the discharge of any duty imposed by this act on any such State agency or unit of local government, 
shall be entitled to a hearing before the commissioner. The application for such hearing must be filed with the commis-
sioner within 15 days of the receipt by the applicant therefor of notice of the action, ruling, notice or order complained 
of. No such hearing shall be held except upon 7 days' written notice to all interested parties, and each such hearing shall 
be held within 15 days of the receipt of the application therefor. Within 10 days after the completion of such hearing, 
the commissioner shall issue an appropriate order approving, modifying, and approving as so modified, or setting aside 
in whole or in part the action, ruling, notice or order complained of, a copy of which order shall be served on all inter-
ested parties. Pending the determination by the commissioner, and upon application therefor, the commissioner may 
grant a stay of the action, ruling, notice or order complained of; provided, that no such stay shall be granted except upon 
such terms and conditions as will insure compliance with the provisions of this act. 
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N.J. Stat. § 52:31B-9 (2014) 

 
§ 52:31B-9. Application of act to State department of transportation  
 
 
   The provisions of this act shall not apply to the State Department of Transportation; provided, however, that the State 
Department of Transportation shall formulate and implement a relocation assistance program designed to minimize the 
hardships of persons and business concerns displaced as a result of the acquisition by said State Department of Trans-
portation of any real property for a public use. For the purpose of formulating the relocation assistance program of the 
State Department of Transportation, the Commissioner of Transportation shall consult with the commissioner in order 
that said relocation assistance program will be in general conformity with any rules and regulations promulgated by the 
commissioner pursuant to section 5 of this act. 
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N.J. Stat. § 52:31B-10 (2014) 

 
§ 52:31B-10. Rules and regulations; filing  
 
 
   The commissioner shall issue and promulgate such rules and regulations as are necessary and appropriate to carry out 
the provisions of this act, and may revise, repeal or amend said rules and regulations from time to time as the commis-
sioner may deem necessary. Any rules and regulations issued and promulgated pursuant to this act shall be filed with 
the Secretary of State. 
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N.J. Stat. § 52:31B-11 (2014) 

 
§ 52:31B-11. Inconsistent acts  
 
 
   All acts or parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby superseded. 
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N.J. Stat. § 52:31B-12 (2014) 

 
§ 52:31B-12. Partial invalidity  
 
 
   If any section, subsection, paragraph, sentence or other part of this act is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid, such 
judgment shall not affect, impair or invalidate the remainder of this act, but shall be confined in the effect to the section, 
subsection, paragraph, sentence or other part of this act directly involved in the controversy in which said judgment 
shall have been rendered. 
 
 


